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Every cell has a sex 
• Chapter 2: Every cell has a sex. In: Wizemann TM & Pardie M-L (eds) (2001) Exploring the 

biological contributions to human health. Does sex matter? Washington DC: National 
Academy Press. Pp 28-44. 

• Yale School of Medcine (2016) Every cell has a sex: X and Y and the future of health care. News 
article, 30 August.  

• Spear M (2026) Routine medical procedures can feel harder for women – here’s why. The 
Conversation, 31 January. 

…but is it true for women? 
• Jackson G (2019) The female problem: how male bias in medical trials ruined women’s health. 

The Guardian, 14 November. 
• ABC (2024) Women’s heart health – symptoms to seriously consider. 702 ABC Sydney, 22 April.  
• Moley (2022) News feature: Closing the gender health gap is a $1 trillion opportunity. Nature, 

20 May. 
• World Economic Forum, with BCG (2026) Women’s health investment outlook: 6% of funding 

for nearly 50% of the population – not just a gap, but untapped white space. Insight report, 
January. 

Was it ever tested on non-males? 
• Llamas M (2015) How the FDA let women down. DrugWatch, 24 September. 
• World Economic Forum, with McKinsey Health Institute (2024) Closing the women’s health 

gap: A $1 trillion opportunity to improve lives and economies. Insight report, Janaury.  
• TTP (2023) Sex and gender in medical research: how can a focus on the individual improve 

health outcomes for marginalised groups? Invent: Life Sciences podcast, 25 October. 

There’s more to biology than biology 
• WHO (2021) Gender and health. Q&A, 24 May. 
• Bodyform (2021) The Pain Dictionary: #painstories from people with endometriosis. London: V 

Project. 
• Gadsby H (2021) Hannah Gadsby on How Men Get to Name All The Lady Parts. Clip from 

Gadsby H (2020) Hannah Gadsby: Douglas [comedy special]. Netflix, 26 May.  
• Evvy (2024) 100 Effed Facts About The Gender Health Gap—The Book. New York: Allora Health. 

No pain is normal 
• The Drum (2019) The tortuous history of women in pain. ABC News, 4 September. 
• Spear M (2026) Routine medical procedures can feel harder for women – here’s why. The 

Conversation, 31 January. 

Hugely valued, less rewarded 
• Long C (2024) Health specialists say biased Medicare rebates are costing women more. ABC 

News, 4 April. 
• RANZCOG (2025) Australian Government invests in women’s health. 26 March. 
• RANZCOG (2026) IWD statement. 6 March 
• Moore W (2021) Endell Street: The women who ran Britain’s trailblazing military hospital. 

London: Atlantic Books. 
• Department of Health and Aged Care & National Women’s Health Advisory Council (2024) 

#EndGenderBias survey detailed report. Canberra: Australian Government. 

mailto:amy.mclennan@adelaide.edu.au
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK222291/
https://medicine.yale.edu/news-article/every-cell-has-a-sex-x-and-y-and-the-future-of-health-care/
https://theconversation.com/routine-medical-procedures-can-feel-harder-for-women-heres-why-274041
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2019/nov/13/the-female-problem-male-bias-in-medical-trials
https://www.abc.net.au/listen/programs/nightlife/womens-heart-health---symptoms-to-seriously-consider/103756336
https://www.nature.com/articles/d43747-024-00021-x
https://reports.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Womens_Health_Investment_Outlook_2026.pdf
https://reports.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Womens_Health_Investment_Outlook_2026.pdf
https://www.drugwatch.com/featured/fda-let-women-down/
https://inventlifesciences.transistor.fm/s2/6?utm_content=170296544
https://inventlifesciences.transistor.fm/s2/6?utm_content=170296544
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/gender-and-health
https://www.bodyform.co.uk/break-taboos/our-campaigns/pain-stories/
https://www.evvy.com/gender-health-gap-book
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZJHaSj5tXw
https://theconversation.com/routine-medical-procedures-can-feel-harder-for-women-heres-why-274041
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-04-04/medicare-bias-costing-women-more-mbs-schedule/103664726
https://ranzcog.edu.au/news/government-invests-in-womens-health/
https://ranzcog.edu.au/news/international-womens-day-2026/
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/book/Wendy-Moore-Endell-Street-9781786495853
https://www.allenandunwin.com/browse/book/Wendy-Moore-Endell-Street-9781786495853
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-01/endgenderbias-survey-results-detailed-report_0.pdf

	Women’s healthcare and research  |  Reading list  |  May 2026
	Every cell has a sex
	…but is it true for women?
	Was it ever tested on non-males?
	There’s more to biology than biology
	No pain is normal
	Hugely valued, less rewarded


